Pupil toilets

1.0 Purpose

1.1 DfES Regulations require a ratio of 1 : 20 toilet provision for pupils in schools.  This equates to 2 boys and 2 girls toilets for Saxton CE VC Primary School

1.2 For the KS1 pupils : 1 boys and 1 girls toilets each with 1 wash basin each

1.3 For the KS2 pupils : 1 boys and 1 girls toilets each with 1 wash basin each and 1 urinal for the boys.

2.0. Requirements

2.1 The toilets and washing facilities should be situated to as to afford easy access and supervision.  In the case of the reception pupils, supervision might be assisted by means of an observation window.  This facility is not required for older pupils.

2.2 Toilets should be located where there is normal “traffic” and not located at the extremities of the building or out of the way places.

2.3 At least one set of pupils toilets should be sited adjacent to the external play spaces to allow easy access from the outside when pupils are having games or at play.  Ideally these toilets should be capable of being secured from the inside of the building allowing access to these toilets but not to the rest of the school during the weekend and community use of outside areas.

2.4 The toilets and washing facilities should be designed to stand up to hard wear and tear, for example: robust taps, firmly fixed toilet roll holders and tops to W.C. cisterns, strong and robust fittings generally.

2.5 The layout of the toilets should be such as to encourage pupils to wash their hands after using the toilet.

2.6 Overflows from the WCs should lead to the outside and not flow onto a seated child or onto the floor or a wash basin.

2.7 Cubicle doors:

(a) Should not be fitted with hinges which might allow a child’s fingers to be trapped.

(b) It should be possible to open the cubicle from the outside (for example with a small coin) if a child becomes trapped inside the cubicle.

(c) The gap between the floor and the bottom of the cubicle door should not be large enough to allow a small child to crawl under the door.

(d) For reception and infant children (up to age 7 years) the height of the cubicle doors should be such that teachers can see over for supervision purposes (i.e. 1,300mm to 1,400mm high).

(e) For children in KS2 the cubicle doors should be adult height (i.e. 1,900mm to 2,000mm high).

2.8 Cubicles:

(a) In all cubicles the partitions should be at full height (i.e. 1,900mm to 2,000mm high.

2.9 Wash Basins:

(a) A temperature controlled tepid supply is required.  Overflows and sludge traps are required for wash basins. Press taps should not be fitted for reception and infant pupils but may be installed for the junior ages.

(b) For reception and infants the wash basins should be at a height of about 650mm.

(c) For juniors wash basins should be at a height of 750mm.

(d) There should be a tiled splash back to the wash basins.

(e) Soap dispensers are required.

(f) Warm air hand dryers should be fitted – but not at passing points where they may be inadvertently activated.

2.10 WCs:

(a) W.C. cisterns should be operated by low level handles for reception and infant children.  Dual flush mechanisms located in the top of the cistern are acceptable for the junior aged pupils.

(b) W.C.s should have seats but not lids.  Seats and fitting should be robust.

(c) With the exception of the Reception pupils the height of the W.C. pans should be 355mm.

(d) For reception pupils the height of the W.C. pans should be 325mm.

2.11 In the girls toilets used by Y6 one cubicle should be large enough to be fitted with a sanitary disposal unit and a small wash basin.

2.12 In the junior boys toilets slab urinal should be provided not bowls. Stainless steel is required. Urinals should be fitted with a “magic eye” which ensures that the minimum amount of water necessary is used.  This should be equipped with an automatic override which flushes once a day during the holiday period.

2.13 Good ventilation is essential.  Unless precluded by the type and scale of the building, toilets are best located with an outside wall giving daylight illumination and through ventilation from openable sashes at adult height.

2.14 The toilet and wash areas should be capable of quick and effective cleaning.  The floor in the toilet and washing areas should slope to a gulley to permit the floor to be swilled down.  Floors should preferably drain into the urinals without upstand. Floors should be covered with a safety flooring or heavy duty vinyl bonded to prevent seepage.

2.15 Walls should be covered with substantial glazed tiles or bricks, terrazzo or similar hygienic material which can be washed down and will withstand impact. A quality “motorway service area” ambience is sought.

2.16 Decoration should incorporate adequate contrast around the doors and where the floor and walls meet.

2.17 Ceilings should be high enough so that pupils cannot touch or interfere with them.

2.18 As far as is reasonable, pipework and services should be inaccessible. All pipework and services that are in view should be very substantial and securely fixed.  Stop taps should be at adult rather than child height.

2.19 A bucket style sink with hot and cold supply with key operated taps should be provided in either the boys or the girls toilets for use by cleaning staff.

2.20 Doors in to the toilets should be provided with symbol plates and kicking plates.

