CRITERIA FOR APPOINTMENT 

A Foundation Governor should  be:

· A practising Christian;
· Willing to accept that the Church of England has a distinctive contribution to make in the sphere of education and to uphold the interests of the Foundation;
· Sympathetic to the interests, needs and aspirations of children and sensitive to the trust which parents place in the integrity of staff and governors;
· Prepared to represent the Board of Education’s views to the governing body;

· Normally under the age of 70 on first appointment;

· Able to attend governors’ meetings and make informal visits to the school;

· Willing to undertake appropriate governor training and contribute positively to all aspects of school governance;

· Eligible to serve as a school governor and not, unless in exceptional circumstances, a member of the teaching or non-teaching staff of the school or their spouse.
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FOUNDATION GOVERNORS

FOR

CHURCH SCHOOLS

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

FOR PCC MEMBERS

WHAT IS A FOUNDATION GOVERNOR?
Foundation Governors are a Christian presence on the governing body of Church of England schools.  They share the full range of duties and responsibilities which fall to all school governors under the law.  More than this, they are a vital link between your parish and the school they serve.  They play a unique role in strengthening and enriching the dynamic relationship between school and church.

THE ROLE OF THE PCC  

Your PCC is responsible for nominating a Foundation Governor to  the governing body of your  church  school.  The PCC needs to discuss the nomination at the earliest opportunity.  The Secretary should then return the completed recommendation form and declaration of eligibility, signed by the nominee, to the Diocesan Board of Education as soon as possible.

THE ROLE OF THE  DIOCESAN BOARD OF EDUCATION

If proper procedures have been followed and the PCC’s nominee meets the necessary criteria, the Board of Education will make the appointment quickly and notify the person concerned, the school and the Local Authority.  A nominee who falls outside the criteria may still be appointed, but only after specific consideration by the Board which meets only three or four times during the year.

FINDING THE RIGHT PERSON FOR THE JOB

Foundation Governors appointed by the Diocesan Board of Education must fulfil certain criteria.  These are listed on the last page of this leaflet.  There are also other important factors for PCCs to take into account before making their choice.  These are set out below.  Please read both sections carefully before discussion of the recommendation takes place at a meeting of the PCC.

· The PCC secretary should ensure that the School and Chair of Governors have been consulted about the appointment so that their priorities and needs for particular areas of expertise can be taken into account.

· The person recommended need not be a member of the PCC and may, where circumstances demand it, come from outside the parish.  They must, however, act as a link between PCC and school to channel information and promote a positive and fruitful relationship between the two.

· Many church schools have an important ecumenical dimension, but the PCC needs to ensure that the Anglican nature of the school’s Foundation is adequately represented on its governing body and that the channel between PCC and school is kept open.  Membership of the Anglican Church is, therefore, highly desirable but not always essential. 
· The workload of governors is great and often demanding.  Please remember that service as a governor is a significant form of lay ministry and make sure that foundation governors are supported and prayed for regularly by the Church. 
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