Please add any other issues which you wish to raise on the response sheet.

Thank you for participating in Review of Ministry.

January 2008
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REVIEW OF MINISTRY

for clergy in the 

Diocese of York



You may find these notes helpful as you prepare for your review interview with the bishop or archdeacon;  please feel free to ignore the points that, because of the context of your ministry, are not of relevance to you.  When the bishop or archdeacon arranges your interview, you will be sent a response sheet:  please return it before the interview, highlighting any aspects that you would particularly wish to discuss.

Almighty God,

by whose grace alone we are accepted


and called to your service:

strengthen us by your Holy Spirit

and make us worthy of our calling;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.
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Called to care for the household of faith,
and to reflect the life of Christ in our own life

· My experience of being called to lead a life of personal prayer has been …  My sense of being sustained in the pressures and joys of serving Christ has been…

· My experience of finding opportunity for worship that helps me to grow has been …

· I have had opportunities to reflect with others about my continuing development as a leader, a person of prayer and as a pastor, such as …

· As far as being able to exercise appropriate care of myself through a sustainable pattern of life and work is concerned, my experience has been …  The opportunities I have for effective support networks shared with colleagues are …

· My reflections about the management of my workload and the balance between work and leisure are …

· [As applicable, for those in final years of stipendiary ministry]  The support and advice in retirement planning that I have been offered is … and I would welcome more in the areas of …

· [In terms of what I see as my family]  I have been able to offer sufficient support to my family particularly in respect of … whilst I would welcome a greater opportunity in respect of …
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Called to celebrate the gifts of Christ to his people

· During the period leading up to this review, these are the reflections that I would have on …

· … building up collaboration between clergy and also between clergy and lay people

· … managing change

· … dealing with conflict or disagreement that has called for mediation  (my specific role was …, and when I look back on how I acted, I reflect that …)

· … initiating and enabling teamwork in ministry and mission to happen, including any opportunities for involving people of different ages and gender and of different ethnic, economic or educational backgrounds

· … being accountable to others and from others being accountable to me
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Welcome and introduction

· I have recently found the most rewarding and enjoyable aspects of ministry to be … because …

· But aspects I have found less so are … because …

Called to be a leader in Christ’s church
· Looking back over the period leading up to this review, I have had opportunities to …

· … exercise oversight and leadership …

· … give a lead in helping to form and shape a sense of vision and purpose in the context where I minister …

· … supervise or support individuals to share in ministry and mission …

· My reflections on these, and how I have done them, are …

· To me, being a public and representative person has meant …

· My part in working out the implications of mission planning has been …  I have seen some objectives achieved, e.g. … whilst others e.g. … are still in the future.  The things that would help move the planning on are …


Called to be an ambassador for Christ

· Looking back over the period leading up to this review, I have had opportunities to …

· … participate as a leader and encourager of others in public worship …  I would hope to see future developments in the areas of …

· … preach and explain the Christian faith …   I enjoy preaching about … but I can find it harder to engage with …
· … serve the community through (schools, work with community groups, work outside specifically church settings, community projects and regeneration initiatives) …  I have valued these because … but some of them present particular challenges …

· People who know me would say that my strengths with regard to approaches to outreach and mission are …

· I have had opportunities to break new ground in terms of evangelism, through work with adults, children and young people, for which the most effective means have been …

· When I reflect on my theology and understanding of mission and outreach I sense that it has changed or developed because …

· The opportunities I have had for working ecumenically with others from across the spectrum of Christian traditions include … and I can see areas for further development in …


Called to be a disciple of Christ

· Things I have learned recently from reflecting on how people develop in their faith, prayer and discipleship include … and this has influenced my preaching, teaching and leading of worship insofar as …

· I have had opportunities to help others to be supported in their Christian discipleship in daily life, such as …

· I have had both enriching and demanding pastoral situations recently, such as …  They have led me to think afresh about …

· I recognise that my own understanding of faith has changed, in that I would now say or ask …  I would like to follow this up through study, in which case I would welcome help or guidance in …

· My experience of working at sustaining a life of disciplined study and reflection has been …  I have gained some new insights or issues that have emerged from this, for example …

· My opportunities for developing and sustaining contacts with those of other world faiths have been … and my reflections are …
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