YORK DIOCESAN SOCIAL CARE FUND – ACTIVITES IN 2009
The Social Care Fund is part of our commitment to ‘engage with God’s world and its peoples’
(from Living the Gospel, a Mission Statement for the Diocese of York)

The Diocesan Social Care Fund gives small amounts of ‘Seed Corn’ money which will help groups get started or sometimes will help attract further funding from other sources.  Applications are made for grant aid and a committee investigates and considers the application. 

Below are just some of the projects the fund has been involved in over the last year - 
	April 09
	York Nightstop
	Charity providing short term short-notice accommodation for homeless young people, which has been helped several times by SCF. They were moving to new premises and were given a grant of £500 for furniture.


	April 09
	York Carers Forum
	New project to support the large number of unpaid carers in the area. A grant of £600 was given to fund durable items, such as water boilers, for their first event in June 2009.



	April 09
	Arts Alive
	Project to help people with mental health disabilities by offering art classes which they can attend on a casual basis. A grant of £500 was made to fund premises and qualified staff for a pilot project. 


	April 09
	Genesis Youth Project, Middlesbrough


	Project set up to meet the needs of children and young people – socially, physically, emotionally and spiritually – in an area covered by 3 parishes in Middlesbrough.  The project involves work in schools, the running of Kids Klubs on the estates, football sessions and school holiday activities. A youth worker is employed. A grant of £1500 was made for support for activity and transport costs.


	July 09
	St Michael’s York Trust 

	The Make Sunday Special Outreach Project received a grant of £500. This project, based at the Spurriergate Centre, enables people from secure backgrounds to help those more vulnerable. 




	Jan 09
	Hull Catholic Handicapped Fellowship

	A self-supporting group endeavouring to provide purposeful monthly respite activities – including an annual week’s holiday for people disadvantaged by learning disability (ages from 8 – 50 years) and to give carers a well earned rest.

A grant of £250 was made to help the Fellowship decided to extend its work by developing a project to assist the older clients – “The Old Friends”. 

	Jan 09
	Selby Community Furniture Store
	Project offers a good service for people who are in conditions of need, hardship or distress – by gift, sale or lease of furniture or other facilities. When items are donated, furniture is taken to Full Sutton Prison for repair. An electrician is available to assist in the recycling of electrical goods. The project can offer Work Experience placements.

The Service offers help to a large number of single parent families – estimated to be at least 50% of their clientele. A grant of £1000 was approved towards the costs of advertising the service.


	Jan 09
	The Rainbow Centre, Scarborough
	The Rainbow Centre offers food, drop in shelter, health advice, general advice and debt advice, funded largely by a charity shop.  The grant of £600 has helped to refurbish a lounge area in the centre; a space occupied 5 days a week by over 50 people. Volunteers donated their time to carry out the refurbishment.


	Jul 09
	Micklefield Church
	Church in this ex-mining village church is now the only community building following the closure of the Miners Union, shop and Post Office. A grant of £500 was given to install a WC.



How the Social Care Fund Considers Applications for Grants
All of the listed projects are very worthwhile and are considered by members of the Social Care Fund before recommendations are made; occasionally requests are turned down because they do not fall within the remit of the fund – maybe out of the area of York Diocese, maybe because it is an individual who asks for help, or maybe because the group requesting help is a national organization which already has substantial funds.

All requests are looked at.  If you are involved with groups which are responding to the needs of those in your community, ask whether the Social Care can help you with a fledgling or expanding project. To enquire, or download an application form go the York Diocesan website www.dioceseofyork.org.uk 

How You Can Help

· Ask your PCC to support the fund financially

· Make a contribution yourself, if possible using the Gift Aid Scheme declaration  and send it the Treasurer
· There is further information on the fund and its work in the Annual Report.  Copies can be obtained from the Treasurer: John Goodrich, 9 Carr Lane, Acomb, York, YO26 5HT
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