Diocese of York

Celebration of Ministry

with the institution or collation and induction 
of an incumbent

or the licensing and installation of a priest-in-charge

Notes

This service is a celebration of God’s gifts and calling.  It signals a new phase in the life and ministry of a priest (and possibly in the life of the priest’s family), as well as an important stage in the continuing life of parishes and communities.

Whilst the occasion for the service is the beginning of a priest’s new ministry, it is essential that it remains focused on God.  That should shape the way in which the variable elements of the service are chosen, how the worship is led, and how the various people concerned participate.

It is important that the movement and flow of the service is allowed to continue, and for that reason musical and other elements must not be disproportionately long.  The whole service should be encompassed within an hour, including a sermon of about 15 minutes.

This is a ‘bishop’s service’ and the content on each specific occasion is subject to the bishop’s decision.  The bishop is normally the preacher and decides the readings.

In benefices with a large number of churches

It is appropriate for the churchwardens to share participation in the service, so that the processions and actions do not lose their effect or become awkward through a large number of people trying to move in a restricted space.

Terms of Reference
 

Collation:    This means where the Archbishop is the Patron.
 

Licence:    Is when the priest is being appointed as Priest in Charge
 

Induction and Institution:  is when the priest appointed is to be incumbent.  He/she will be instituted by the Bishop and inducted by the Archdeacon.
 

Commitment to Ministry

Use of symbolic items is optional.  If they are not used, the Rural Dean may begin ‘We ask for God’s blessing, that we may love…’.

The Welcome

Welcomes should be relatively relaxed in manner.  Choral speaking by a number of people together is not so effective.  If possible, the priest and those who are giving welcomes should stand opposite each other across the church, so that the congregation can see their faces, and speech should be amplified.  It is appropriate for this part of the service to be led by the Rural Dean.

A service within the context of Holy Communion

The candidate and parish may ask the bishop for the service to be set within the context of a celebration of Holy Communion at which the bishop presides.  If the bishop agrees, the form of service is follows:

This order up to the words ‘build up the body of Christ.  Amen.’ [p. 10], but omitting the hymn suggested after the sermon
Intercessions

Welcome

Peace, following which the normal order of Holy Communion is followed

The prayer ‘Eternal God, the light of the minds that know you’ [page 14] may be used as the post-communion collect.
A note on printed material

Benefices may wish to produce a special ‘souvenir’ edition of the service, in which case they will find templates on the diocesan website in different versions covering the permutations of male and female candidates, institutions and licensings, single or multiple parishes..  Another alternative – and one which consumes less paper – is for the benefice to produce a hymn sheet to be used in conjunction with a standard format booklet.  The bishops hold a stock of booklets in separate editions for male and female candidates.

Church officers are asked to remember that copyright material may only reproduced in a fair and lawful way.  Hymns are normally only free from copyright control when the author has been dead for 70 years.  You may find the licensing arrangements offered by Christian Copyright Licensing International helpful (see www.ccli.co.uk).  Please note that there is no ‘blanket’ copyright licence for the Diocese of York.

