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Statutory Inspection of Anglican Schools

Update 8
U8.1 Important Notice

Section 48 (SIAS) inspectors and CRB certificates

It is a legal and National Society requirement that SIAS inspectors hold current CRB certification. This is normally expected to be dated within the past three years. With the current focus on safeguarding schools are expected to check the credentials of individuals entering the school as inspectors. In some cases Section 48 inspectors have been barred from entry to the school they have been contracted to inspect. The Society has taken advice from Ofsted and the DCSF and we are advised;

Staff such as educational psychologists, supply teachers, trainee teachers, nurses, sports coaches and inspectors are CRB checked by their 'providing' organisation i.e. the supply agency, the university, PCT, LA, etc. 

It is sufficient for schools and colleges to seek confirmation that appropriate checks, including CRB checks, have been carried out and by whom. 

What usually happens is that the relevant body provides the school with a letter confirming that all its staff who visit schools have been CRB checked.  The school does not need further evidence of the checks and then simply needs to verify the ID of the person when they visit the school. 
All SIAS inspectors registered with the National Society are issued with photo ID badges which are evidence that they have undertaken the necessary enhanced CRB check. These badges must be carried on and throughout all Section 48 SIAS inspections.

When the normal Section 5 notice to the school is delivered and Section 48 pre-inspection contact is made the diocese should advise the headteacher in writing that the inspector will carry a NS photo ID badge that confirms their CRB status and that no further documentation is required. Dioceses may instead wish to issue a one-off blanket statement to all their schools. It is also advised that dioceses inform their respective Local Authorities about this.

Trainee inspectors on shadow or pre-accreditation inspections will need to carry a CRB certificate or a letter from the diocese or their employer confirming that a relevant CRB check is current. Trainee inspectors who do not have a current CRB certificate should now ensure that this is in place before they plan to visit schools.

In the unlikely event of a governing body insisting on employing a person to carry out a Section 48 inspection against the advice of the diocese that governing body is wholly responsible for checking that person’s CRB status. 

The National Society is unable to endorse the CRB status of any inspector not registered with the society.

Any diocese or inspector who believes that they have problems with CRB certification should contact Peter Churchill peter.churchill@c-of-e.org.uk .
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