Archbishop Holgate’s CE (VA) School York: An Italian adventure

RE and Art, an exciting collaboration. We had been thinking about this for some time but couldn’t work out exactly what we wanted to do that would have an impact on our pupils. Then we had an fantastic idea. ‘Why don’t we organise a trip to Florence?’. A trip that allowed us to see religious art in its context. A trip that would have the WOW factor.

So last October we boarded the plane and started on our Italian adventure. We flew to Pisa and spent our first day exploring Pisa and taking the obligatory photos of us all holding up the leaning tower! Then we went to Florence our base for the rest of the trip. We spent a lot of time visiting the places that reflect the religious and artistic history of the city. Every day we spent time in buildings and galleries learning more about the Medici family and the many artists that made Florence their home. We climbed the Duomo tower and saw the fantastic view over the city, we went on a secret passage tour of the Palazzo Vecchio and visited the Pitti Palace and Boboli gardens. We also had a fantastic tour of the Tempio Maggiore, the Great Synagogue of Florence, learning more about the Jewish community that has been present in Florence since 1437.

We definitely got our WOW factor and the pupils were so inspired that they often just stopped and got their sketch books out in Churches and galleries to sketch. Being able to see the many frescos of Fra Angelico in San Marco Monastery and the stunning paintings in Santa Mario Novella allowed us to look at RE and Art from a new perspective, encouraging pupils to look at the paintings and explore their meaning and history. We also ventured into the Tuscan countryside spending a day sketching in Siena and San Gimignano, allowing pupils to spend quality time working on their portfolios.

Will we do it again? Most definitely. This was a trip with a difference. Watching pupils taking time and care over their sketch books, exploring the religious symbolism in paintings and asking lots of searching questions - surely that’s what every Art and RE teacher wants! Oh and we forgot to mention the ice-cream is really good too!

Julie Matthews, Art Subject Leader

Olivia Seymour, RE Subject Leader

All Saints CE (VA) School Ingleby Barwick: Spirited Arts

How do you encourage students to be more creative in RE? Can students develop their spirituality through art? As a department we were looking to do both within our planning and think that with the help of NATRE we’ve done it! Our year 9 has recently been exploring how Christians make moral decisions and within this unit we have studied the idea of the Sanctity of Life, with particular reference to abortion and euthanasia. We wanted the students to respond to these challenging and complex issues in a way that would not only illustrate how Christians may react but also encourage them to think deeply about the questions raised.

We then discovered that in this year’s NATRE ‘Spirited Arts’ competition the theme of ‘Life is Sacred’ had been included. This allows students to develop their own responses to the theme, whilst incorporating their own beliefs and the beliefs of others. Students thoroughly enjoyed the challenge and no two pieces of work produced have been the same. The most interesting part of this project though has been the reactions of the students when looking at each others work; with many comments like “I never thought of it like that!” and there were even a few “Wow” moments.

What has been most surprising though is that students have been asked to write to go alongside their artwork. We encouraged the students to write freely about their work and many of the responses have shown that our students are deeply spiritual, with a great regard for the importance of life. The results of this short project have been fabulous, developing the students creatively and spiritually - it is one that we shall certainly repeat.

Natalie Chapman Subject Leader RE
