Scarborough St Martin’s CE (Aided) Primary School: Caring to learn and learning to care.

Let’s have an RE Week’ was the suggestion. We were deep in the middle of a staff discussion centred around some of the frustrations of balancing time constraints against depth of learning in RE. I had attended a very inspirational course, led by Lat Blaylock, which was full of ideas about how great teaching content can incorporate cohesive assessment. The staff at St Martin’s were also inspired but very aware of the complexity of fitting all things curriculum into a tight time table. ‘Less but better’ was one of the catchphrases I took from the course. So we decided to do less of all other areas of the curriculum but better RE just for one week in October last year.

My first decision as RE Subject Leader was to allow this Church of England School to focus on Christianity; quickly followed by the urge to get all children out of school and into a place of worship. The RE Today series of Explorers books also gave me direction. Together with the creative ideas of class teachers we came up with themes for each class. Local Churches mostly within walking distance, and for two classes, within coach distance, welcomed our visits with friendliness and eagerness. Local ministers, all regulars at school functions and worship sessions came to classes with puppets, power point presentations, tricks and tales to tell.

From the ‘Journey of life’ to ‘Promises in the Bible and promises in Church’, ‘Leaders in the Church’ to ‘Justice in the world’ there was more than enough to dig deep into the children’s knowledge and spiritual consideration and, for that matter, that of the staff. The two most significant outcomes were interesting. The first was that we were at one as a school in a different way than usual, that week. The second was that we could have done with a fortnight.

On reflection we know that the future benefits are wide ranging. The week remains a positive anchor in the children’s learning and memory. Furthermore, as we encounter the other religions investigated in our school, the children now have a greater ability to apply their wider understanding of broader faith and practices alongside our school’s core values and the children’s developing beliefs.

Libby Peat, RE Subject Leader

Heworth CE (VA) Primary School York: Working with YoYo on It’s Your City!

Recently I took a class of Y4/Y5s on an interesting and unusual RE visit. The aim of the visit was to draw attention to several “Heroes of Faith” that had lived in or visited York.

York based Christian organisation “YoYo”, together with a local historian, had worked hard at producing a series of lessons and a guided tour around many places of christian historical importance in York. The children were kept busy gathering information, listening to stories and to their amazement, meeting a few of the Heroes! It was an enjoyable and memorable experience. But let’s hear what Matthew thought!

“On Thursday the 7th of May, Class 4 went into town to St Cuthbert’s Church (YoYo’s secret base!) They made us very welcome and then told us why we were there. We were to walk around York finding out about Heroes of Faith. We sung a song, did a quiz and then were off! We walked around town finding places that were relevant to the Heroes. The guides were Mike and Jenny. We were given sheets to record information. Suddenly King Edwin, George Fox and John Wesley appeared! The trip was fun.” Matthew Brown

Janet Dunn RE Co-ordinator

YoYo stands for York Schools and Youth Trust http://www.yoyotrust.org.uk

