Selby Abbey CE (VC) Primary School: Christian Values

Selby Abbey Primary, a voluntary controlled school, has been looking at ways to made worship exciting and linking it to Christian values. There is a very visual, colourful worship board in each of the main halls. This displays the theme for worship through words, images, objects, artwork, poems and prayers – in fact anything that is relevant and eye catching!

The headteacher, Jo Jennings, and her team of staff have put a lot of thought into how to make collective worship themes relevant to the children whilst ensuring worship, reflection and prayer are not lost. Jo also believes it is vital to encourage the children to participate as much as possible. So she will often ask children to discuss a question or issue in pairs during the worship, or encourage children to lead the worship through either music, role play or prayer.

The school has strong links with Selby Abbey and Father Keith, the vicar at the Abbey, is a regular visitor and contributor to worship. Recently the school has undertaken with the help of a Diocesan Education Adviser a complete review of themes for worship, using resources such as Values for Life from Jumping Fish and a variety of assembly resources by Margaret Cooling.
