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Guidance Note on oil storage 

The Background

Many churches in the Diocese of York have oil-fired heating systems, and therefore have some kind of tank in which to store their heating oil. Most often these are rectangular metal tanks, but some are more modern plastic ones of cylindrical or ‘doughnut’ shape. 

On 1st March, 2002, new regulations governing the storage of all types of oil came into force in England: the Control of Pollution [Oil Storage] Regulations 2001. Similar Regulations will soon be in force in Scotland and Wales. These regulations apply to ALL churches (and to other public or commercial buildings) where more than 200 litres of oil are stored. They are designed to reduce the large number of environmental pollution incidents which take place each year as a result of leakage from oil tanks or spillage when oil is being delivered. If oil is stored at your church, unless you have had new and approved facilities installed since March, 2001, then these Regulations WILL affect you within the next few years. 

When must we comply? 

1.
All newly installed oil storage must comply with the regulations from the start. 

2.
All oil storage ‘at significant risk’ must comply from 1st September, 2003. An oil store is 

‘at significant risk’ if it is located (i) within 10 metres of a watercourse, (ii) within  50 metres 

of a well or bore-hole.

3.
All remaining existing oil storage must comply from 1st September, 2005.

What are the Regulations?

The Regulations require the owners of oil storage tanks to form a leak-proof container - known as a bund or catch-pit - around their tank, to prevent oil from escaping into the environment in the event of a leak or spillage of oil. This is called secondary containment and can be achieved in two ways: 

1.
Constructing a masonry or concrete bund or catch-pit (effectively a huge drip-tray) around 

your oil storage tank. Construction of such bunds is governed by strict rules, and should only 

be done under faculty and with the advice of your architect. 

2.
Some new tanks are manufactured with secondary containment entirely constructed into the 

tank itself, and are known as integrally bunded tanks. If these are correctly installed, no 

further work should be necessary to comply with the Regulations. 

The Regulations require all secondary containment to match the following standards: 

· Oil tanks and containers should be strong enough to hold the oil without leaking or bursting.

· If possible, oil tanks should be sited away from any vehicular traffic to avoid the risk of damage by collision.

· The bund must be large enough to large enough to hold 110% of the maximum contents of the tank  - that is, the entire contents of the tank plus another 10%.

· The bund must catch all leaks not only from the tank, but also from all associated pipework and equipment.

· The base and walls of the bund must be completely leak-proof to both water and oil, and must be checked regularly for leaks.
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· The bund must not have a drainage valve for drawing-off rain water. 

· Any loose equipment associated with the oil installation (valves, gauges, pipework etc.) must be kept within the bund when not in use.

· All above-ground pipework should be properly supported, and all underground pipework should be protected from damage and have facilities for inspecting or detecting leaks.

If we already have a new oil tank, does it comply with the Regulations?

Not all modern, double-skinned tanks necessarily comply with the Regulations, because they may have pipework or other equipment outside the double skin, and therefore unprotected from leaks. If in doubt, consult your architect or ask the manufacturer for details and discuss them with the appropriate local office of the Environment Agency. 

Is there anything else we should take into account?

Yes. Your oil storage arrangements should also be suitably protected to prevent the spread of fire - either from the oil-tank to the building or vice versa. In those very rare cases where oil is stored inside the church building (within a basement chamber, for example) the tank will have to be contained within a secure and fireproof tank-chamber, constructed to standards set out in the Regulations. However, in the overwhelming majority of cases the rules are far less demanding:

· Tanks containing up to 3,500 litres of oil, more than 2 metres from a building or boundary, simply need to stand on a correctly-sized fireproof base. The same applies to larger tanks, providing they are more than 6 metres from a building or boundary.

· Tanks containing up to 3,500 litres of oil which are less than 2 metres from a boundary or building will need to be screened on that side by a 60 minute fire-resistant screen wall. Larger tanks less than 6 metres from a building or boundary will require a 120 minute fire-resisting screen.
Who makes sure that the Regulations are being obeyed?

The Environment Agency is responsible for enforcing the Regulations, and will offer advice and guidance on how to comply with them. In serious cases, failure to comply could result in a notice to carry out remedial works being served. Failure to comply with the notice would be a criminal offence.

Where can we go for further Advice?

· If you have an oil storage facility at your church, your Inspecting Architect will be able to 

offer advice on whether or not it complies with the Regulations and whether your oil storage 

facility could be considered ‘at significant risk’. 

· If your Quinquennial Inspection is due to be carried out in 2003 or 2004, draw the matter to 

the attention of your architect beforehand, and ask for appropriate recommendations to be 

included in their report.  

· If you have to change your oil storage facility to comply with the Regulations, it seems likely that an integrally bunded tank sited an appropriate distance from the church building offers the simplest solution, but take advice from your architect or heating company.    


· Depending on where you live, your local office of the Environment Agency will be one of the following: 

1. Ridings Area Office, Phoenix House, Global Avenue, Leeds LS11 8PG 

2. Dales Area Office, Coverdale House, Amy Johnson Way, Clifton Moor, York YO30 4GZ

Both offices share the same telephone number and switchboard: 0113 244 0191

· Detailed information on the Control of Pollution [Oil Storage] Regulations 2001 is available from the Environment Agency website: www.environment-agency.gov.uk
Please remember that modifications to, or up-grading of, your oil storage installation to comply with these Regulations may well need a faculty. Further information and advice is available from your Archdeacon or from the DAC Secretary.  
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